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Zengzi was a student of Confucius. One day, Zengzi's wife was leaving
home for groceries. His son insisted on going with his mother, crying
around for it. His wife could do nothing but bent down and said to him,
"My darling, just go home. | will come back soon and kill a pig for you
to eat." After hearing this, the son went home happily. Soon after, when
the wife came back, Zengzi tied up the pigs at home and took out a
sharp knife, ready to kill it. The wife saw this and immediately grabbed
his hand and said, "What are you doing? | was just fooling the child."
Zengzi said seriously, "How can you cheat a child? Although the child
is too young to be aware of it, he just follows the parents’ examples. If
you cheat a child at this point, he will do the same and cheat others in
the future. If you lie to your son as a mother, he will no longer trust
you. How can you better educate your child in the future?" Right after
that, Zengzi killed the pig with the knife.



